Kawasaki disease and sensorineural hearing loss: an (un)expected complication.
Kawasaki disease (KD) is an acute, self-limiting, idiopathic form of vasculitis. The preventive effect of early therapy on coronary artery aneurysms, the hallmark of the disease, is well established. The spectrum of complication includes not only cardiac involvement but also central nervous system lesions. We report a 4-year-old boy with a clinical presentation suggestive of KD treated with intravenous immunoglobulin and acetylsalicylic acid. Clinical manifestations regressed within 24 hours and cardiac anomalies were not seen. Two weeks later, the parents noticed a sudden absence of response to sound stimuli. Investigations confirmed bilateral severe sensorineural hearing loss for which oral steroid therapy was given. This resulted in an improvement only on the right side, with severe hearing loss persisting on the left. Sensorineural hearing loss is an uncommonly reported complication of KD. Pediatricians should be aware of this potential complication to allow for early intervention.